United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 109 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 151

WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2005

No. 109

House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

As Members assemble for this fall
session of the 109th Congress, Lord
God, we ask for Your blessing upon all
who serve as Members or staff in the
House of Representatives. Invigorate
them, Lord, with health and clarity of
conscience, that in and through them
Your holy will be accomplished.

As true representatives of the people,
enable Members to undertake the task
of addressing the Nation’s greatest nat-
ural disaster in history and whatever
else You ask of them with care, imagi-
nation and deep commitment.

May all the work accomplished in
this Chamber be blessed by You and be
perceived as a blessing by the people of
this Nation and the world community.
May all laws be just, inclusive and far-
reaching both in vision and effective-
ness.

May Your people hold this noble in-
stitution in high esteem and give You,
Almighty God, glory and praise now
and forever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with an
amendment in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, a bill of the
House of the following title:

H.R. 3199. An act to extend and modify au-
thorities needed to combat terrorism, and
for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 3199) ““An Act to extend
and modify authorities needed to com-
bat terrorism, and for other purposes,”
requests a conference with the House
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses thereon, and appoints Mr. SPEC-
TER, Mr. HATCH, Mr. KYL, Mr. DEWINE,
Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. ROCKFELLER and Mr.
LEVIN, to be the conferees on the part
of the Senate.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 172. An act to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to provide for the
regulation of all contact lenses as medical
devices, and for other purposes.

S. 397. An act to prohibit civil liability ac-
tions from being brought or continued
against manufacturers, distributors, dealers,
or importers of firearms or ammunition for
damages, injunctive or other relief resulting
from the misuse of their products by others.

S. 501. An act to provide a site for the Na-
tional Women’s History Museum in the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 1
of rule I, the Speaker signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill on Friday, Sep-
tember 2, 2005:

H.R. 3645, making emergency supplemental
appropriations to meet immediate needs
arising from the consequences of Hurricane
Katrina, for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2005, and for other purposes.

THE LOUISIANA-TEXAS
CONNECTION

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, in 1836 Texans
were in desperate need and fighting for
freedom and independence from Mex-
ico. Hundreds of men from Louisiana
joined to help Texas in this struggle
and time of need. Among them were
Jim Bowie, hero of the Alamo; and vol-
unteer soldiers forming a unit known
as the New Orleans Greys helped in
this endeavor. These brave men came
to Texas’ aid to fight against the op-
pression of the dictator Santa Anna.
They fought and died at the Alamo,
Goliad and San Jacinto.

Today, 170 years later, it is the peo-
ple of Louisiana who are in desperate
need in their struggle against the op-
pression caused by Hurricane Katrina.
There are approximately 200,000 people
from Louisiana now in Texas because
of Katrina.

Mr. Speaker, just as the people of
Louisiana came to Texas’ aid those
many years ago, so will Texans come
to theirs. We along with other Ameri-
cans will join the people of Louisiana
until they are able to be free from the
effects of Hurricane Katrina and re-
build their great city of New Orleans.
It is what good Americans, good neigh-
bors, good Southerners, and good Tex-
ans do.

———

HURRICANE KATRINA

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, our Nation failed its people last
week. There was a violation of the
trust that the American people have a
right to vest in their government. The
importance of that trust cannot be
overstated. It is why we let our sons
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